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U.S. overdose deaths 
hit record 93,000 in 
pandemic last year 


By MIKE STOBBE 

AP Medical Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Overdose deaths soared to a record 
93,000 last year in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the U.S. government reported Wednesday. 

That estimate far eclipses the high of about 72,000 drug 
overdose deaths reached the previous year and amounts 
to a 29% increase. 

"This is a staggering loss of human life," said Brandon Mar- 
shall, a Brown University public health researcher who 
tracks overdose trends. 

The nation was already struggling with its worst overdose 
epidemic but clearly “"COVID has greatly exacerbated 
the crisis," he added. 

Lockdowns and other pandemic restrictions isolated 
those with drug addictions and made treatment harder 
to get, experts said. 

Jordan McGlashen died of a drug overdose in his Ypsi- 
lanti, Michigan, apartment last year. He was pronounced = ti: fs Jae *uhs 
dead on May 6, the day before his 39th birthday. In this wSonday: May 10, 2020 file photo, ‘Sharon Rivera padi flowers end other items left at the 


grave of her daughter, Victoria, at Calvary Cemetery in New York, on Mother's Day. 
Continued on Page 2 Associated Press 
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*Early bird special from 5 till 7 


3 course menu including a glass of wine $32 


FIT-TO-FLY SERTICATE 


AIRBNB / OTHER LOCATIONS 
WWW.COVIDARUBA.COM 


WALK-IN & BY APPOINTMENT 


NOORD MEDICAL CENTER LOCATION, NOORD 63 (@@)/EDLAB 


-— 
( , (OAS ROMANTIC DINNER UNDER THE STARS Ogee 
| : 


7 T ‘a a 
+160 per couple 





1 J 

—— = a - am, 2 - — = . — 

| Vo bs a | eo hd ie, CIT | | Be Wi a) [ ‘= ! LF QO Went | iL 
& i mel 









NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! | 


THURSDAY sy AAUP FRONT 


Testing Center 


ie 1 BYANA 








NAAT molecular (PCR): 





/Result in 30 minutes! | 


Antigen Test: $50 
PCR Test also available | 


U.S. overdose deaths hit record 93,000 
in pandemic last year 


Continued from Front 


‘It was really difficult for 
me to think about the way 
in which Jordan died. He 
was alone, and _ suffering 
emotionally and felt like 
he had to use again," said 
his younger brother, Col- 
lin McGlashen, who wrote 
openly about his brother's 
addiction in an obituary. 


Jordan McGlashen's death 
was attributed to heroin 
and fentanyl. 

While prescription painkill- 
ers once drove the nation's 
overdose epidemic, they 
were supplanted first by 
heroin and then by fenta- 
nyl, a dangerously power- 
ful opioid, in recent years. 
Fentanyl was developed 
to treat intense pain from 


ailments like cancer but 
has increasing been sold Il- 
licitly and mixed with other 
drugs. "What's really driving 
the surge in overdoses is this 
increasingly poisoned drug 
supply," said Shannon Mon- 
nat, an associate professor 
of sociology at Syracuse 
University who researches 
geographic patterns in 
overdoses. "Nearly all of this 
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This August 2017 provided by the family shows Jordan 
McGlashen, left, and his brother, Collin. Jordan died of a drug 
overdose in his Ypsilanti, Mich, apartment in 2020. 

Associated Press 
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This soothing treatment starts with a facial 
where collagen, azulene, and aloe are the 

main ingredients to create smooth, tight and 
oxygenated skin. The hand, feet, neck, shoulder 
and scalp massage will leave you totally 
renewed. Finish with an aloe manicure 
revealing rejuvenated hands, 


o Take the Burn out - $145 - 50 minutes 
Complete with aloe and calendula, this soothing 
facial helps to heal sunburns, using Azulene 
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and Marine Collagen to rejuvenate your skin 
and bring it back to life. You will be out 
enjoying the beach again in no time. 


Take relaxation to revitalizing new 
heights with Okeanos Spa's Summer 
Special that folds genuine Aruba 
Aloe® into the incredible treatments 
featured below. Choose options from 
our Menu 22 selection to receive a 
gift card to Aruba Aloe®, samples 
from their mini-soap collection and 
a complimentary tour of Aruba Aloe*® 





«For reservations please call 523-6176 « RenaissanceArubaSpa.com « 


increase is fentanyl con- 
tamination in some way. 
Heroin is contaminated. 
Cocaine is contaminated. 
Methamphetamine is con- 
taminated." 

Fentanyl was involved in 
more than 60% of the over- 
dose deaths last year, CDC 
data suggests. 

There's no current evidence 
that more Americans start- 
ed using drugs last year, 
Monnat said. Rather, the 
increased deaths most like- 
ly were people who had al- 
ready been struggling with 
addiction. Some have told 
her research team that sus- 
pensions of evictions and 
extended unemployment 
benefits left them with 
more money than usual. 
And they said "when | have 
money, | stock Up on my 
(drug) supply," she said. 
Overdose deaths are just 
one facet of what was 
overall the deadliest year 
in U.S. history. With about 
378,000 deaths attributed 
to COVID-19, the nation 
saw more than 3.3 million 
deaths. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention reviewed death 
certificates to come up 


with the estimate for 2020 
drug overdose deaths. The 
estimate of over 93,000 
translates to an average 
of more than 250 deaths 
each day, or roughly 11 
every hour. 

The 21,000 increase is the 
biggest year-to-year jump 
since the count rose by 
11,000 in 2016. 

More historical context: 
According to the CDC, 
there were fewer than 
7,200 total U.S. overdose 
deaths reported in 1970, 
when a heroin epidemic 
was raging in U.S. cities. 
There were about 9,000 in 
1988, around the height of 
the crack epidemic. 

The CDC reported that 
in 2020 drug overdoses 
increased in all but two 
states, New Hampshire 
and South Dakota. 
Kentucky's overdose count 
rose 54% last year to more 
than 2,100, up from un- 
der 1,400 the year before. 
There were also large in- 
creases in South Carolina, 
West Virginia and Califor- 
nia. Vermont had the larg- 
est jump, of about 58%, but 
smaller numbers — 118 to 


186.L} 


1e1 DYANA 





U 5. NEWS [AS cay 15 JULY 2021 


U.S. to begin evacuating Afghans who aided American military 


By AAMER MADHANI and 
DARLENE SUPERVILLE 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration said 
Wednesday that it is pre- 
pared to begin evacuation 
flights for Afghan interpret- 
ers and translators who aid- 
ed the U.S. military effort in 
the nearly 20-year war. 

The Operation Allies Ref- 
uge flights out of Afghani- 
stan during the last week 
of July will be available first 
for special immigrant visa 
applicants already in the 
process of applying for U.S. 
residency, according to 
the White House. 

White House press secre- 
tary Jen Psaki declined to 
detail how many Afghans 
are expected to be among 
those evacuated in the first 
flights or where those evac- 
vated will be taken, citing 
security concerns. 

“The reason that we are tak- 
ing these steps is because 
these are courageous in- 
dividuals," Psaki said. "We 
want to make sure we rec- 
ognize and value the role 
they've played over the 
last several years. 
Confirmation on the time- 
line of the evacuation 
flights came as President 
Joe Biden was to meet 
Wednesday with Gen. Aus- 
tin "Scott" Miller, who earlier 
this week stepped down as 
the top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan. Psaki said 
Biden wanted to personally 
thank Miller for conducting 
an "orderly and safe" draw- 
down of U.S. troops. 

Miller, who oversaw the war 
effort for nearly three years, 
exoressed dire concern in 
his final days as commandad- 
er about the rapid loss of 
districts around the country 
to the Taliban, telling re- 
porters that " a civil war Is 
certainly a path that can 
be visualized if this contin- 
ues on the trajectory it's on 
right now." 

Biden has faced pressure 
from lawmakers on both 
parties to come up with a 
olan to helo evacuate ATf- 
ghan military helpers be- 
fore next month's U.S. troop 
withdrawal. The White 
House began briefing law- 
makers on the outlines of 
their plans last month. 

The evacuation planning 





Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, left, and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Mark Milley, center, greet 
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Gen. Scoftt Miller, the former top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, upon his return, Wednesday, July 
14, 2021, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. 


could potentially affect 
tens of thousands of Af- 
ghans. Several thousand 
Afghans who worked for 
the United States — plus 
their family members — are 
already in the application 
pipeline for special immi- 
grant visas. 

The Biden administration 
has also been working on 
identifying a third country 
or U.S. territory that could 
host Afghans while their 
visa applications are pro- 
cessed. 

Krish O'Mara Vignarajah, 
president and CEO of Lu- 
theran Immigration and 
Refugee Service, said that 
much about the Biden 
evacuation plan remains 
unknown, including how 
the administration will help 
those in areas outside the 
capital of Kabul evacuate. 
The Taliban have made 
rapid gains in taking over 
huge swaths of the country, 
particularly in more rural ar- 
eas. 

"Unfortunately, there are 
still far too many questions 
left Unanswered, — includ- 
ing who exactly and how 
many people are eligible 
for evacuation. ... How will 
those outside the capital 


access safety?" said Vig- 
narajah, whose group has 
heloed resettle thousands 
of Afghans in the U.S. "And 
to what countries will they 
be evacuated¢ We have 
serious concerns about 
the protection of our allies’ 
human rights in countries 
that have been rumored 
as potential partners in this 
effort.” The administration 
is weighing using State De- 
partment-chartered com- 
mercial aircraft, not military 
aircraft, according to an 
administration official, who 
was not authorized to pub- 
licly discuss internal deliber- 
ations and spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

But if the State Department 
requests military aircraft, 
the U.S. military would be 
ready to assist, the official 
said. The Pentagon said as 
of Wednesday no requests 
for such assistance have 
been made by State. 
Tracey Jacobson, a three- 
time chief of mission in Ta- 
jikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Kosovo, is leading the State 
Department coordination 
Unit that will deliver on the 
oresident's commitment 
Under Operation Allies Ref- 
uge. That unit also includes 


Associated Press 


representatives from the 
departments of Defense 
and Homeland Security. 
Russ Travers, deputy home- 
land security adviser and 
former head of the Nation- 
al Counterterrorism Center, 
is coordinating the inter- 
agency policy process on 
Operation Allies Refuge, of- 
ficials said. 

Separately, the White 
House announced that Eliz- 
abeth Sherwood-Randall, 
the White House homeland 
security adviser, would lead 
a U.S. delegation to a secu- 
rity conference in Uzbeki- 
stan this week to discuss 
Afghanistan's security issues 
with leaders from Uzbeki- 
stan, Tajikistan, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, Kazakhstan, and 
Turkmenistan. and other re- 
gional officials. 

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani and Zalmay Khalil- 
zad, U.S. soecial envoy on 
Afghanistan reconciliation, 
are also expected to take 
part in the conference. 
The Biden administration is 
considering a number of 
locations, including military 
installations both abroad 
and in the continental Unit- 
ed States, to temporarily 
house Afghans while their 


visa applications are con- 
sidered. 

Pentagon Press Secretary 
Jonn Kirby said Wednesday 
the Pentagon has identi- 
fied an unspecified num- 
ber of overseas locations 
as “potential candidates,’ 
but no final decisions have 
been made. 

The U.S. Embassy in Kabul is- 
sued 299 special immigrant 
visas in March, 356 in April 
and 619 in May, according 
to the State Department. 
Biden said last week that 
the federal government 
has approved 2,500 special 
immigrant visas to come to 
the U.S. since his January in- 
quguration. 

An estimated 18,000 Af- 
ghans have worked for the 
U.S. as interpreters, drivers 
and other positions have 
applied for visas and await 
their applications being 
processed. Psaki reiterat- 
ed that the White House Is 
working with Congress on 
legislation to streamline the 
application process. 

Biden announced _ last 
week that the U.S. military 
operation in Afghanistan 
will end on Aug. 31. 

The firming of the date to 
end the war comes after 
President Donald Trump's 
administration negotiated 
a deal with the Taliban to 
end the U.S. military mission 
by May 1, 2021. Biden, after 
taking office, announced 
that U.S. troops would be 
out by the 20th anniver- 
sary of the attacks of Sept. 

11, 2001. The attacks were 
plotted by al-Qaida leader 
Osama bin Laden from Af- 
ghanistan, where he had 
been given refuge by the 
Taliban. 

George W. Bush, who as 
oresident launched the 
war, criticized the Western 
withdrawal from Afghani- 
stan in an interview with a 
German broadcaster re- 
leased Wednesday, saying 
he fears for Afghan women 
and girls as the Taliban re- 
gains control of much of 
the country. 

‘It's Unbelievable how that 
society changed from the 
brutality of the Taliban, and 
all of a sudden — sadly — 
I'm afraid Afghan women 
and girls are going to suffer 
Unsoeakable harm, Bush 
said.L] 
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Indigenous children’s remains turned over from Army cemetery 


By MARK SCOLFORO 
Associated Press 

CARLISLE, Pa. (AP) — The 
disinterred remains of nine 
Native American children 
who died more than a cen- 
tury ago while attending a 
government-run school in 
Pennsylvania were headed 
home to Rosebud Sioux 
tribal lands in South Dakota 
on Wednesday after a cer- 
emony returning them to 
relatives. 

The handoff at a graveyard 
on the grounds of the U.S. 
Army's Carlisle Barracks 
was part of the fourth set 
of transfers to take place 
since 2017. The remains 
of an Alaskan Aleut child 
were returned to her tribe 
earlier this summer. 

“We want our children 
home no matter how long 
it takes,” said U.S. Interior 
Secretary Deb  Haaland, 
who in June announced 
a nationwide investigation 
into the boarding schools 
that attempted to assimi- 
late Indigenous children 
into white society. Haa- 
land, the first Native Ameri- 
can to serve as a Cabinet 
secretary, said at the event 
that “forced assimilation 
oractices” stripped away 
the children’s clothing, their 
language and their culture. 
She said the government 
aims to locate the schools 
and burial sites and identify 


Sgt. Maj. Patrick Thomas, left, salutes the flag held by Executive Director Office of Army Cemeteries, 
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Karen Durham-Aguilera, during a ceremony at the U.S. Army's Carlisle Barracks, in Carlisle, Pa., 


Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


the names and tribal affili- 
ations of children from the 
boarding schools around 
the country. 

Nearly a thousand un- 
marked graves have 
been discovered in recent 
months at former residen- 
tial school sites for Indig- 
enous children in Canada. 
In Pennsylvania, the nine 
sets of remains inside small 
wooden coffins were car- 
ried past a phalanx of tribal 
members and well-wishers 
before being loaded into a 


vehicle trailer to be driven 
to Sioux City, lowa. The chil- 
dren died between 1880 
and 1910. 

lone Quigley, the tribe’s 
historic preservation — of- 
ficer, recounted how she 
attended the disinterment 
earlier this week and used 
red ochre fo prepare the 
remains in a_ traditional 
way. 

“We got everything done 
as respectfully and honor- 
ably as possible,” Quigley 
said. 


Associated Press 


Russell Eagle Bear, a Rose- 
bud Sioux tribal coun- 
cil representative, said a 
lodge was being prepared 
for a Friday ceremony ata 
Missouri River landing near 
Sioux City where children 
boarded a steamboat for 
the journey to the govern- 
ment-run Carlisle Indian In- 
dustrial School. 

The Carlisle school, found- 
ed by an Army officer, took 
drastic steps to separate 
Native American students 
from their culture, including 


cutting their braids, dress- 
ing them in military-style 
Uniforms and punishing 
them for speaking their na- 
tive languages. They were 
forced to adopt European 
names. 

More than 10,000 Native 
American children were 
taught there and endured 
harsh conditions that some- 
times led to death from 
such diseases as tuberculo- 
sis. Eagle Bear said children 
from the tribe endured 
ridicule along the trio fo 
Carlisle in 1879, three years 
after the Battle of the Little 
Bighorn. 

Tribal officials said that 
when the remains arrive in 
South Dakota, some will be 
buried in a veterans’ cem- 
etery and others are des- 
tined for family graveyards. 
“We're here today and we 
are going to take our chil- 
dren home,” Eagle Bear 
said to about 100 attend- 
ees on Wednesday. “We 
have a big homecoming 
on the other end.” 

Since August 2017, the 
Army has disinterred 22 re- 
mains of Native American 
children from the ceme- 
tery, including the 10 that 
occurred this year. In pre- 
vious years, remains were 
turned over to the Northern 
Arapaho, Blackfeet, Ogla- 
la Sioux, Oneida, Omaha, 
Modoc and lowa tribes.L) 





BLM activists question equal exercise of Florida protest law 





Tuesday, July 13, 2021, in Miami. 


Associated Press 

MIAMI (AP) — Some Black 
Lives Matters activists say a 
double standard is being 
used as protesters in Florida 
blocked busy roadways this 


Associated Press 


week in support of Cubans 
demonstrating for regime 
change, with limited action 
taken by law enforcement 
despite a new law that en- 
hances penalties against 


disruptions by protesters. 
Gov. Ron DeSantis earlier 
this year signed into law a 
measure that enhances 
penalties against demon- 
strators who turn violent 
and creates new criminal 
penalties for those who or- 
ganize demonstrations that 
get out of hand. Provisions 
of the law also make If a 
felony to block some road- 
ways and give immunity to 
people who drive through 
protesters blocking a road. 
The bill was introduced af- 
ter last summer's protests 
for racial justice during 
which some Black Lives 
Matter protesters were met 
by police with tear gas and 
arrests when they took fo 
the streets for days at a 
time. 

Demonstrators on Tuesday 


in Miami, Tampa and Or- 
lando temporarily blocked 
busy roads, chanting sup- 
port for the Cubans who 
had taken to the streets 
in the communist nation 
Sunday to air grievances 
about poor economic con- 
ditions and other issues. 

“When they protest for re- 
gime change, which aligns 
with the governor's politi- 
cal viewpoint ... you see no 
enforcement from law en- 
forcement,” said Michael 
Sampson, who co-founded 
the Jacksonville Communi- 
ty Action Committee, one 
of many groups that sprung 
Up under the banner of the 
Black Lives Matter move- 
ment. “| think it’s just down- 
right hypocrisy we're see- 
ing from the governor, and 
even law enforcement in 


how they're applying this 
law. If goes to show how 
our fears that we had ear- 
lier ... that if will be used 
against Black people fight- 
ing for equal rights.” 

On Wednesday, the ACLU 
of Florida filed a motion in 
federal court in Tallahassee 
to block the law immedi- 
ately, asserting that if could 
criminalize peaceful pro- 
tests and shield people who 
injure protesters in road- 
ways from civil penalties, as 
well as cast a chilling effect 
on peaceable protests. The 
ACLU had filed a lawsuit on 
behalf of several Black-led 
organizations in May seek- 
ing to overturn the new law 
on grounds if violates the 
First Amendment and tar- 
gets certain racial justice 
advocacy groups.L] 





By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 

BERLIN (AP) Storms 
caused heavy flooding 
across parts of western and 
central Europe overnight, 
and a man swept away by 
a raging stream in eastern 
Germany remained missing 
Wednesday. 

Firefighters resumed _ their 
search for the man in the 
Saxony state town of Jo- 
ehstadt on Wednesday 
morning. German news 
agency dpa reported that 
he had been trying to se- 
cure his property from ris- 
ing waters when he disap- 
peared. 

Firefighters in the city of 
Hagen, in the North Rhine- 
Westphalia state, rescued 
several drivers whose vehi- 
cles got stuck in a flooded 
underpass. Videos On so- 
cial media showed streets 
in the western German city 
filed with knee-high water 
and others buried by land- 
slides. 

A fallen tree trapped a 
woman in the German 
town of Mettmann, and 
resoonders had fo hold her 
head up to keep her from 
drowning in rising flood wa- 
ters until firefighters could 
free her. 

Residents in nearby Erkrath 
were warned not to show- 
er or use their washers be- 
cause rain had overloaded 
the local sewage system. 
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Foam washed up by the high water of the Aisch river hae ay up at ‘he bridge 1 near the Lauf mill 
in Lauf, Germany, Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


Hof county in Bavaria is- 
sued a disaster alert late 
Tuesday as basements 
filled with water, trees were 
Uproofted and some areas 
lost power overnight. Ger- 
many's DWD weather ser- 
vice said the region saw 80 
liters (more than 21 gallons) 
of rain per square meter in 
the space of 12 hours. 
German government 
sookesman Steffen Seibert 
described the images from 
regions hardest hit by flood- 
ing as “terrible.” 

“Even though not every 
event, not every flooding 


or local incident, is related 
to climate change, many 
scientists tell us that the fre- 
quency, the intensity and 
the regularity with which this 
happens is a consequence 
of climate change,” Seib- 
ert said. 

DWD meteorologists pre- 
dicted further “extreme 
storms” in the western 
and central parts of Ger- 
many through Thursday, 
with peak rainfall possi- 
bly reaching 200 liters per 
square meter. 

In the the neighboring 
Czech Republic, firefighters 


Associated Press 


received 800 calls about 
incidents ranging from fall- 
en trees to flooded base- 
ments. 

A highway linking the capi- 
tal, Prague, to the east of 
the country partly flooded 
overnight. 

Thousands of households 
remained without electric- 
ity Wednesday. 

Mud inundated houses in 
some towns in eastern Bel- 
gium as sustained rains hit 
the Ardennes hills hard. 

The tourist center of Spa, 
close to the famed Formula 
One track, could not han- 


dle the water streaming 
down from the surrounding 
hills that turned streets into 
rivers. 

Cars piled on top of one 
another and cellars flood- 
ed, but no serious injuries 
were reported. 

The Belgian meteorological 
institute issued a red alert 
Wednesday for the zone 
around Liege, some 100 ki- 
lometers (60 miles) east of 
Brussels, which was forecast 
get more rain in a day than 
the area would normally 
receive in a whole summer 
month. The rain is expected 
to last until Friday. 
Authorities in the Nether- 
lands warned the heavy 
rainfall in the southern prov- 
ince of Limburg could turn 
streams into dangerously 
fast-flowing torrents and 
urged the public to stay 
away from them. 

Boat owners were advised 
to steer clear of the Maas 
river due fo strong currents 
and debris being washed 
downstream. 

Dutch media showed peo- 
ple being rescued Tues- 
day from a historic mill in 
the Netherlands that was 
partially submerged under 
floodwaters estimated at 
1.5 meters (5 feet) high. 

In Switzerland, authorities 
raised the flood warning for 
Lake Lucerne to the highest 
level and banned alll ship- 


ping. L} 


Road fo future: Dutch province unveils solar bicycle path 


ALEKSANDAR FURTULA 
Associated Press 
MAARTENSDIJK,  Nether- 
lands (AP) — Authorities 
in a central Dutch prov- 
ince opened what they 
are billing as the world’s 
longest solar bicycle path 
Wednesday, mixing  sus- 
tainable energy with emis- 
sion-free travel. 

Students from a local el- 
ementary school were 
the first to ride along the 
330-meter-long (360-yard) 
path located in the village 
of Maartensdijk, near Utre- 
cht. It is made up of blocks 
of prefabricated concrete 
topped with a thin trans- 
parent layer that protects 
and allows sunlight to hit 


solar cells encased in the 
blocks. 

The pilot project is aimed 
at establishing if such du- 
al-use roads can be more 
widely used to create solar 
energy and serve cyclists 
as the province of Utrecht 
seeks to slash its carbon 
emissions. 

“It’s very important. We 
want to be climate-neutral 
in 2040, and then you have 
to dare to use innovation, 
and this is very innova- 
tive,” Arne Schaddelee, 
Q provincial official, said. 
“We have a very full prov- 
ince with not much room, 
and for that reason you 
have to try dual use. So if 
you can use roads to gen- 


erate energy, you have a 
double advantage.” 

The solar cycle path was 
launched on the day the 
European Union unveiled 
sweeping new legislation 
to help meet its pledge to 
cut emissions of the gases 
that cause global warm- 
ing by 55% over this de- 
cade, including a contro- 
versial plan to tax foreign 
companies for the pollu- 
tion they cause. 

Solar bike lanes are al- 
ready in use elsewhere in 
the Netherlands. The path 
opened Wednesday Is the 
longest yet developed, 
Utrecht province officials 
said. 

One of the first young cy- 
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People use the solar cycle path in Maartensdijk, Netherlands, 


Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


clists to put if to the test, 
11-year-old Machiel van 
Leeuwen, approved. 

“It’s better for the environ- 


Associated Press 


ment, and | prefer to have 
solar panels in the bike 
path than in fields,” 
said.L)} 
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Taliban press advances, take key border post with Pakistan 


By KATHY GANNON and 
RAHIM FAIEZ 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
The Taliban are pressing on 
with their surge in Afghani- 
stan, saying they seized a 
strategic border crossing 
with Pakistan on Wednes- 
day the latest in a series of 
key border post to come 
Under their control in re- 
cent weeks. 

The develooment was the 
latest in Taliban wins on 
the ground as American 
and NATO troops com- 
plete their pullout from the 
war-battered country. On 
Tuesday, an Afghan official 
said a senior government 
delegation, including the 
head of the country’s rec- 
onciliation council, would 
meet the Taliban in Doha, 
Qatar, to jump-start the 
long-stalled peace talks 
between the two sides. 
Taliban spokesman Zabi- 
hullah Mujahid tweeted a 
video purporting to show 
Taliban fighters Wednes- 
day in the southeastern 
town of Spin Boldak along 
the Afghanistan-Pakistan 
border. On the Pakistani 
side, residents of the border 
town of Chaman reported 
seeing the Taliban's signa- 
ture white flag flying just 
across the boundary line 
and Taliban fighters in ve- 
hicles driving in the area. 


ry ch Tg 


Supporters of the Taliban carry th 


e Taliban’s signature white flags in the Afghan-Pakistan border 


town of Chaman, Pakistan, Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


However an Afghan gov- 
ernment official from 
southern Kandahar prov- 
ince, where Spin Boldak is 
located, denied that the 
Taliban had taken control. 
The official declined to be 
identified by name, without 
explaining why. 

The Taliban have in recent 
weeks taken a string of ma- 
jor Afghan border cross- 
ings, including with lran, Uz- 
bekistan and Tajikistan. The 
border crossing with lran at 
Isham Qala in Afghanistan's 
western Herat province is 
particularly lucrative and 
an important trade route. 
SpinBoldak is a key cross- 
ing for all goods from Paki- 


stan’s southern port city of 
Karachi to Afghanistan, a 
landlocked nation depen- 
dent on the Arabian Sea 
port. 

Last week, the Taliban said 
they now control 85% of 
Afghanistan's territory a 
claim that is impossible to 
verify but that was consid- 
erably higher than previ- 
ous Taliban statements that 
more than a third of the 
country’s 421 districts and 
district centers were in their 
control. 

Many Afghan districts have 
fallen to the Taliban with- 
out a fight as Afghan forc- 
es abandoned their posts. 
Reports indicated that Spin 





Associated Press 


Boldak also fell without a 
fight. 

IN| northern Afghanistan, 
a traditional stronghold of 
U.S.-allied warlords, more 
than 1,000 Afghan military 
men fled across the bor- 
der into northern Tajikistan 
last week ahead of the ad- 
vancing Taliban. Iran also 
reoorted a few hundred 
Afghan troops = crossing 
into Iran.The taking of key 
border crossings will likely 
mean significant revenue 
for the Taliban while also 
strengthening their hand in 
any future negotiations with 
the Kabul government. 

The Taliban surge has also 
resulted in tens of thou- 
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sands of Afghans fleeing 
their homes some as a 
result of the fighting, but 
many out of fear of what 
life might be like Under Tal- 
iban rule. 

Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. 
soecial representative for 
Afghanistan reconcilia- 
tion, acknowledged the 
ongoing chaos in remarks 
Wednesday. However, he 
pointed to the decades of 
Unrest in the country since 
the 1979 Soviet invasion. 
“The fact is that Afghani- 
stan has been at war for 43 
years it isn’t that Afghani- 
stan has been peaceful 
and now we are withdraw- 
ing and therefore it’s be- 
coming a battleground,” 
Khaliizad told an _ online 
seminar organized by the 
Beirut Institute. 

“The Taliban were making 
progress each year over 
the last several years while 
we were still There.” 

The Taliban leadershio has 
tried to present a softer im- 
age — even saying that 
once they return to power 
in Afghanistan, girls can at- 
tend school and women 
will be allowed to work. 
However, in areas where 
they have gained control, 
reports from villagers say 
women are often being or- 
dered inside, allowed out 
only when accompanied 
by a male relative. L) 


lran’s president warns weapons-grade enrichment possible 


By NASSER KARIMI 
Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Iran's 
outgoing president on 
Wednesday warned his 
country could enrich ura- 
nium at weapons-grade 
levels of 90% if it chose, 
though it still wanted to 
save its tattered nuclear 
deal with world powers. 
President Hassan  Rovu- 
hani’s comments, carried 
by the state-run IRNA news 
agency, came as he also 
criticized Iran's wider the- 
ocracy for not allowing 
his government to reach 
a deal soon to restore the 
POTS GiOme Cee ojen 
Rouhani's powers have 
waned as the public 
soured on his government 
amid an economy suffer- 


Ing Under U.S. sanctions. 
But his remarks signal Iran 
could take a more bellig- 
erent approach with the 
West as hard-line  Presi- 
dent-elect Ebrahim Raisi 


is due to take office next 
month. 

Speaking 
meeting, Rouhani 


in a Cabinet 
made 


the 90% remark, a rare mo- 
ment for him to suggest 





In this photo released by the official website of the office of 
the Iranian Presidency, President Hassan Rouhani speaks in a 
cabinet meeting in Tehran, lran, Wednesday, July 14, 2021. 


Associated Press 


Tehran could take that ap- 
SiOoGden. 

“Even if one day there is a 
need for 90% enrichment 
for a reactor, we do not 
have any problem and we 
are able,” Rouhani said, 
according to IRNA. “We 
can do anything in the 
peaceful path.” 

The 2015 nuclear deal, 
which saw Iran gain relief 
from those crushing sanc- 
tions, limited Tehran's pro- 
gram to enriching only up 
to 3.67% enough to power 
a civilian nuclear reac- 
tor. If now enriches a small 
amount of uranium up 
to 60%, a short steo from 
weapons-grade levels. 
Rouhani also complained 
that hard-liners outside 
of his relatively moderate 


government blocked its 
efforts to reach a deal in 
Vienna. 

For months, negotiators 
have been trying to find 
a way for Iran to return to 
the limits of the deal and 
for the U.S. to rejoin the ac- 
cord from which then-Pres- 
ident Donald Trump earlier 
unilaterally withdrew. 

A new round of Vienna 
negotiations has yet to be 
scheduled. 

Rouhani said he hoped 
Raisi’s administration “will 
be able to finish the job.” 
“There is no difference if 
the current or next admin- 
istration will be successful, 
but we are very sorry that 
nearly six month of oppor- 
tunity has been lost,” he 
said.L] 
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By DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A former Haitian sena- 
tor, a fired government of- 
ficial and an informant for 
the U.S. government are 
the latest suspects identi- 
fied as part of a sweeping 
investigation into the killing 
of President Jovenel Motse. 
The men are among five fu- 
gitives who police said are 
armed and dangerous as 
they continued Wednes- 
day fo track down those 
suspected in the July 7 pre- 
dawn attack at Molse’s 
private home in— which 
the president was shot to 
death and his wife, Mar- 
tine, wounded. One of the 
susoects was identified as 
former Sen. John Joél Jo- 
seoh, a Haitian politician 
and opponent of the Tet 
Kale party that Molse be- 
longed to. In a video post- 
ed last year on YouTube, 
Joseph compared Moise 
to the coronavirus, saying 
Haitians have died from 
hunger or been killed amid 
a spike in violence under his 
administration. “Insecurity 
has infected every single 
Haitian,” he said. 


Police identified the second 
suspect as Joseph Felix Ba- 
dio. He previously worked 
for Haiti's Ministry of Justice 
and joined the govern- 
ment’s anti-corruption unit 
in March 2013. The agency 
issued a statement saying 
Badio was fired in May fol- 
lowing “serious breaches” 
of unspecified ethical rules, 
adding that it fled a com- 
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Haiti seeks 5 fugitives as president killing pone deepens 


Ay int 


a —a " 





Ee: i Soe 
: = ae = F 
2 Fs 
es Se es Rae 


ae ited rae = 


Vendors work at the Maché Tet Dio market in Port- -au-Prince, Haiti, Tuesday. jal 13, 2021. 


plaint against him. 

“This villainous act is an af- 
front to our democracy,” 
the unit said in a statement 
Tuesday. “The authors, co- 
authors, accomplices must 
be hunted down, investi- 
gated and punished with 
the utmost rigor.” 

The third susoect was iden- 
tified as Rodolphe Jaar. He 
was born in Haiti, speaks 


Brazilian leader admitted to hospital 
for persistent hiccups 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Brazilian President Jair Bol- 
sonaro was admitted to a 
hospital on Wednesday to 
determine what is causing 
hiccups that have lasted 
(OineGh Ss Oe Coreliienice. a 
statement from the Presi- 
dent's office. 

Bolsonaro was at. the 
Armed Forces Hospital in 


Brasilia and was “feeling 
well,” according to the 
statement. He was to be 
Under observation for 24 
to 48 hours, either at the 
hospital or at home. 

Bolsonaro has appeared 
to struggle with speaking 
on various occasions in re- 
cent weeks and said that 
he suffers from recurring 





Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro speaks during a ceremony at 
the Planalto presidential palace, in Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, 


July 13, 2021. 


Associated Press 


nieeuos 

“| apologize to everyone 
who is listening to me, be- 
cause l’ve been hiccup- 
ing for five days now,” Bol- 
sonaro said in an interview 
with Radio Guaiba on July 
7.He suggested that some 
medications prescribed 
after dental surgery might 
be the cause. “Il have the 
Nieeves74 eur creer 
The following day, during 
his weekly Facebook Live 
session, Bolsonaro apolo- 
gized again for not being 
able to express himself 
well due to week-long hic- 
CUDS. 

The president was seriously 
injured on the campaign 
train in 2018, when he was 
stabbed in the abdomen, 
suffering intestinal dam- 
age and serious internal 
bleeding. He has has gone 
through several surgeries 
since, some unrelated to 
the attack. LL) 


Associated Press 


English and has a college 
degree in business adminis- 
tration, according to court 
records. He is not a USS. 
citizen. Jaar uses the alias 
“Whiskey” and in 2013 was 
indicted in federal court in 
South Florida on charges of 
conspiring to smuggle co- 
caine from Colombia and 
Venezuela through Haiti to 
the U.S. He pleaded guilty 
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and was sentenced to 
nearly four years in prison, 
according to court records. 
At his 2015 sentencing hear- 
ing, Jaar’s attorney told the 
court that Jaar had been a 
confidential source for the 
U.S. government for several 
years before his indictment. 
He also agreed to cooper- 
ate with federal authori- 
ties and asked for a lighter 
sentence, saying he had 
a wife, 1-year-old and el- 
derly parents. In June 2000, 
Jaar filed a civil suit against 
the U.S. government seek- 
ing the return of a “large 
amount” of cash taken from 
him along with his passport 
and tourist visa when he 
was stopped in a rental car 
by customs agents. He was 
not arrested at the time, 
but Jaar said he learned 
he was under investiga- 
tion for money laundering. 
The government later re- 
turned his property and did 
not file charges. Jaar, who 
dropped the lawsuit, de- 
scribed himself in court pa- 
pers as the owner of a suCc- 
cessful import business in 
Haiti. He said his family has 
operated the’ enterprise 
since 1944. LJ 
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EAGLE BEACH — Recenlly, 
Marouska Heyliger had the 
great pleasure to honor the 
Smith family as Goodwill 
Ambassadors at their home 
away from home. The sym- 
bolic honorary title is pre- 
sented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a to- 
ken of appreciation to the 
guests who visit Aruba be- 
tween 10-20-35 and more 
consecutive years. 


The honorees were: 

Trevor & Susan Smith resi- 
dents of Austin Texas 

Tim Smith resident of Austin 
Texas 

Phil Smith resident of Austin 
Texas 

Nicole Smith 
Tucson Arizona 


resident of 


Heyliger together with Gen- 
eral Manager, Luigi Here- 
dia, and members of Costa 
Linda Beach Resort Miriam 
Rodriquez, and Gloria 
Janga were present at this 


mall 
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special occasion in which 


they thanked the Smith’s 
for their loyalty throughout 
these years and for choos- 
ing Aruba and Costa Linda 
as their vacation destina- 
tion and as their home 
away from home. 


History of the family Smith: 
My Husband and | came 
to Aruba for the first time in 


, = 
—) i l = 


August of 1992. We wanted 


to escape the heat in Texas 
and avoid any Hurricanes 
and we fell in love with the 
Iskand and the Aruban peo- 
ple. We bought one week 
at Costa Linda in a two 
bedroom unit in May. 

We brought 7 friends with 
Us when we came back 
the next year and have 
brought friends with us 
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most years since. When w 
found out | was pregnant 
with triplets in 1995 we up- 
graded to a 3 bedroom unit 
in July so we would have 
more room and be able 
to bring our kids to Aruba 
every summer when they 
would be out of school. In 
1996 when the kids were 8 
1/2 months old we brought 
them for the first time and 
got stuck because of 
weather in Puerto Rico and 
missed a day of our vaca- 
tion and so we bought a 
second week so we could 
come for 2 weeks. Aruba 
and Costa Linda are our 
family's home away from 
home and my kids will tell 
you It is our one Cut in stone 
tradition to come here ev- 
ery summer. We love the 
friendly staff at Costa Linda 
who remember us every 
year when we come back. 
Our favorite things now and 
in the past are the weather 
is always good and It is out 
of the hurricane belt. The 


= 





beautiful blue Ocean and 
white Sand beaches. The 
People of Aruba and how 
safe it is. We have made 
life-long friends with Sergio 
Silva and his family who we 
met when the kids were 4 
on a De Palm Island Sun 
and Sea boat trio to de 
palm Island. The beautiful 
Sunsets and watching the 
turtles hatch. The Natu- 
ral Bridge and the Natural 
pool. Horseback riding on 
the beach and Deep Sea 
fishing. Seeing the beautiful 
cactus on the Island. Go- 
ing to De palm Island and 
seeing the big blue Parrot 
fish. Baby Beach. Going on 
Snorkel boat trips. Eating 
at El Gaucho. Watching 
the Pelicans swoop down 
and catch fish out of the 
Ocean. The Carnival danc- 
ers. Entertaining ourselves 
in the Casinos. 

Coming to the Island once 
a year is not enough so 
we hope to one day own 
a house here and in the 
meantime we try to get 
back fo the Island as often 
as possible. The Island was 
not open last summer so 
some of us came the day 
after thanksgiving and then 
Trevor and | came with 
friends who have accom- 
panied us the last several 
summers in February and 
who are now proud own- 
ers of their own two weeks 
at Costa Linda also weeks 
27 and 28. We recommend 
Aruba and Costa Linda to 
everyone we know for the 
best Island experience you 
can have.) 
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BINGO IS BACK! WATCH FOR RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 








Gate 4-Card BINGO 


starting at Ipm! 


$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


Si,500 fi Gash Prfizes 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 
Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 


Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 


purchase your card before noon! 












— casinoaihambra.com ft 


THE SHOPS 
/ AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 









Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) Updates on Alternative Road Access 
and Medical SERVICES 


NOORD — The Public Works 
Department DOW has start- 
ed with work to improve 
road _ conditions in our 
street. This road work will 
have a duration of 5 weeks 
(Starting July 12th, 2021) 
and will be completed in 
two (2) phases. Reason why 
alternative roads has been 
created to access Noord 
Medical Center (Urgent 
Care Aruba and Medlab 
Laboratory). 


To better guide you to our 
facility, we have created 
an indication map that illus- 
trates the best alternative 
road, as well as a drone 
shot video that is avail- 
able on our website www. 
urgentcare.aw. (Scan QR 
Code} 

The alternative road de- 
scription is as following if 
you are coming from the 
hotel area: 

You will start by reaching 
the round-a-about next to 
the Noord Police Station, at 
the second round-a-bout 
exit you continue straight 
ahead until you reach the 
Veterinaire Klinieken Aruba 
(to your left), turn left at the 
veterinary clinic and follow 
the road until you reach- 
ing the end of this road, 
you then turn left and con- 
tinue straight ahead until 
you reach Noord Medical 
Center (Building will be in 
front of you when reaching 
the end of this road). Signs 
has also been placed as 
an indication that you are 
heading in the right direc- 
tion. 

During the road work, 
Noord Medical Center (Ur- 


gent Care Aruba and Mea- 


lab Laboratory) will contin- 
ue TO Operate as per Usual 
business hours and provide 
the same quality service to 
our patients. 

As a medical facility, we of- 
fer medical assistance for 
non-life-threatening_ illness- 
es and injuries. Our clinic Is 
also equipped with a Ra- 
diology Department to in- 
clude X-Ray services, and a 
Gynecology (OBGYN) De- 
partment to include gener- 
al gynecology services and 
3D/4D ultrasound. 

Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) 
offen sees patients with 
COVID related symptoms, 
Upper respiratory condi- 
tions, sore throats, coughs, 
earache, eye and _ sinus 
infections, urinary tract in- 
fections, fevers, gastroin- 
testinal issues/ symptoms; 
nausea, vomiting,  diar- 
rhea, minor cuts scrapes, 
wounds, burns, abrasions, 
sprains, and strains; disloca- 


tions, back/ muscle pain, 
allergic reactions, sexually 
transmitted infections, and 
more. All these symptoms 
are easily treatable if you 
seek medical attention. 

Communicate with — us 
whenever one of these 
symptoms arise to. assist 
you into a speedy recovery 
and back to your vacation 
time. You can contact us 
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via hone 142971 5860448, 
WhatsApp (+297) 5975549, 
or Facebook Inbox: Urgent 
Care Aruba. Our operation 
hours are from Monday to 
Friday 8am to 80m, Satur- 
day 8am to 40m, and on 
Sundays from 10am to 2pm. 
Follow us on Facebook and 
Instagram for any updates 
and weekly Pharmacy on 
Duty schedule. 
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For COVID-19 testing, visit 
www.covidaruba.com for 
more information and ap- 
pointments, or contact 
our COVID WhatsApp line 
[t297): 5975046. 

Our main goal is for you 
to not have to miss out on 
your vacation because of 
an illness or injury, we are 
here to give you the best 
medical attention on the 
island. The good news Is, 
Urgent Care Aruba (UCA) 
works closely together 
with many travel insurance 
companies, giving you the 
opportunity to seek reim- 
bursement on your medi- 
cal expenses once you are 
back home. 
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AHATA held Crisis Planning Training Sessions for its members 


ORANJESTAD - The Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Associa- 
tion organized a two-day 
crisis planning training in 
collaboration with Bureau 


Rampenbestrijding Aru- 
ba (Aruba’s disaster relief 
agency). The sessions were 
exclusively available’ to 
AHATA members on June 


Everyday triple points 
ORCHID CASINO 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
for you and your party. 
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24th and 30th, 2021, at the 
Aruba Marriott Ballroom. 
Purpose of the training was 
to provide business man- 
agement with the skills and 











tools necessary to act as 
a planner in an Incident 
Management Team and to 
develop a plan in accor- 
dance with the Aruba Inci- 
dent Management System. 


A comprehensive — crisis 
management plan is criti- 
cal. Agood crisis plan serves 
to identify threats and haz- 
ards requiring unique pro- 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 





11 BYANA 






cedures, objectives, and 
course of action. It also 
defines various roles in an 
organization allowing alll 
to be well prepared when 
a situation presents itself 
that may jeopardize the or- 
ganization's profitability or 
reputation or the safety of 
employees and customers. 
With the training AHATA 
provides its members guid- 
ance and support, with the 
objective that companies 
can recover’ effectively 
from any emergency. 


There was active atten- 
dance during the planning 
function course and partic- 
lpoants received their certifi- 
cation after completion. 


A special thanks to Hum- 
ohrey Gomes and the Bu- 
requ Rampenbesinijding 
Aruba team for the com- 
prehensive training and 
to the Aruba Marriott Ball- 
room for the venue and ex- 


cellent service.L} 





New prices 
for petroleum 
products as of 
July 14, 2021 


ORANJESTAD - Minister of 
Finance, Economic Affairs 
and Culture announces 
the sales prices for petro- 
leum products from July 
14, 2021. 


Gasoline unleaded  pre- 
mium : 230.7 cents p/ltr. (+ 
4.8 cents) 

Diesel LS: 188.7 cents per 
liter. (+ 5.7 cents} 


The oil prices mentioned 
above include BBO/BAZV/ 
BAVP.L) 
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Skip college? Not if you want to make more money 


By ANNA HELHOSKI of 
NerdWallet 

Skeptical of the four-year 
college degree? It’s. still 
your best bet to make 
money. 

Backlash against college 
as ad common stop on the 
road to adulthood has 
mounted over the past de- 
cade. Critics say four-year 
degree programs saddle 
most students with five-digit 
debt without a clear path 
from classroom to career. 
Nearly half (46%) of all fami- 
lies surveyed in November 
and December 2020 by 
Galluo for the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York 
said they would prefer their 
children attend = alterna- 
tives to four-year institutions 
even when there were no 
financial barriers. 

But when you compare the 
value of a four-year degree 
with other credentials a 
high school diploma, cer- 
tificate programs and as- 
sociate degrees if still puts 
workers at an advantage in 
the labor market and leads 
to higher lifetime earnings, 
on average. BACHELOR'S 
DEGREES ARE TYPICALLY A 
GOOD INVESTMENT 

If a college degree is an in- 
vestment, it’s a good one, 
according to the New York 
Federal Reserve. The annu- 
al return on a typical four- 
year degree is around 14%, 
it calculates, well above 
the threshold of “good” re- 
turns for stocks (around 7%) 
and bonds (3%). 

In dollar terms, graduates 
with a bachelor’s degree 
will earn on average about 
$78,000 annually, com- 
pared with a high school 
diploma earner who _ re- 
ceives around $45,000 an- 
nually, according to 2019 
data from the New York 
Federal Reserve. 

However, “on average” 
doesn't mean that the re- 
turn on your education, or 
college earmings premi- 





um, will always be a gain. 
Where you attend school, 
how much debt you take 
on, what you study and 
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around 10% of your discre- 
tionary after-tax income. 

To get the best return and 
be able to repay debt, 
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whose bachelor's degrees 
were in field s like arts, Nu- 
manities and liberal arts 
($51,000), as well as teach- 
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In this Friday, June 1, 2018,, file photo, graduates are silhouetted against the green landscape 
as they line up to receive their diplomas at Berkshire Community College’s commencement 
exercises at the Shed at Tanglewood in Lenox, Mass. 


where you live after school 
all helo determine your re- 
turn. 

Many of those factors are 
influenced by your race, 
ethnicity and gender. 
YOUR ABILITY TO REPAY 
DEBT AFFECTS YOUR DE- 
GREE’S VALUE 

Student loan debt ts difficult 
to avoid and even more 
challenging to repay. Col- 
lege costs rose 117% from 
1985-86 to 2018-19, accord- 
ing to federal data. Wages, 
meanwhile, didn’t keep 
pace, growing only 19% 
during the same. period, 
according to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis. 
However, loans are still the 
primary vehicle for families 
without wealth to obtain 
college degrees. In order 
to make your degree worth 
it, YoU have to earn enough 
to justify if. 

That means carrying debt 
that won’t put you” un- 
derwater a manageable 


student loan payment Is 


LIKE US ON 


graduation is crucial many 
borrowers who default will 
have debt but no degree. 
“That's the worst-case sce- 
nario you're incurring some 
of those costs but with very, 
very little benefit,” says Jon- 
athan Rothwell, principal 
economist at Gallup. 
DEMAND FOR YOUR MAJOR 
MATTERS 

What you study in school 
will affect the type of job 
you can get, your earnings 
and your ability to repay 
debt. 

Average eamings at mid- 
career are highest among 
those who hold a bach- 
elor’s degree in fields like 
science, technology, engi- 
neering and math, or STEM 
($76,000), business ($67,000) 
and health ($65,000), ac- 
cording to a 2015 data 
report from Georgetown 
University’s Center for Edu- 
cation and the Workforce. 
The same report found the 
lowest median mid-career 
eamings among those 
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iINg and serving roles such 
as social work ($46,000). 

To estimate earnings, grad- 
vation rates, typical student 
debt loads and other fac- 
tors at individual schools, 
use the Education Depart- 
ment's College Scorecard 
Tool. 

You can search and com- 
pare earnings as well as 
debt by fields of study. 
WHERE YOU LIVE AFTER 
GRADUATION ALSO MAT- 
TERS 

Where you live after attain- 
ing your degree also affects 
its value, according to the 
results of a May 2020 study 
for the Thomas B. Fordham 
Institute , a@ conservative 
nonprofit think tank. 

“In general, college de- 
grees are a good invest- 
ment, but the return in 
terms of cosmopolitan ar- 
eas is ohenomenal,” says 
John Winters, associate 
orofessor of economics at 
lowa State University, who 
conducted the study. 

In cities, bachelor’s degree 
holders earn $95,229 on av- 
erage, an 86.2% premium 
compared to a worker with 
a high school diploma and 
a 55.7% premium com- 
pared to an associate de- 
gree holder. 

Winters says that’s primar- 
ily because cities have a 
higher concentration of 


jobs in fields that offen de- 
mand workers have four- 
year degrees, such as tech, 
finance and = marketing. 
Workers in these fields earn 
higher wages, which leads 
to a greater return on in- 
vestment for degrees. 
However, Winters’ findings 
also mean It’s less critical to 
have a four-year degree if 
you want to live in a smaller 
metro or rural area. Bache- 
lor's degree holders in non- 
urban areas have mean 
earnings of $67,893, which 
outs their wages at a 46.4% 
oremium compared fo 
high school diploma hold- 
ers and a 29.6% premium 
compared fo associate de- 
gree holders. 

DEGREE ATTAINMENT 
DOESN’T GUARANTEE EQ- 
UITY 

In some ways a college 
degree can exacerbate in- 
come and racial inequali- 
ties, such as student debt 
and ability to repay that 
debt, says Marshall Antho- 
ny Jr., a senior policy ana- 
lyst at Center for American 
Progress, a public policy re- 
search organization. 

“A college degree doesn't 
usually work the same for 
everybody,” Anthony says 
Black borrowers tend fo 
take on greater amounts of 
debt about $25,000 more, 
on average, than white 
borrowers, according to 
federal data. 

In 2016, among those with 
a bachelor’s or higher de- 
gree, Asian full-time, year- 
round workers ages 25-34 
had higher median annual 
earnings ($69,100) than 
their white peers ($54,700), 
and median earnings for 
both racial/ethnic groups 
were higher than those of 
their Black ($49,400) and 
Hispanic ($49,300) peers, 
according to the most re- 
cent available data by the 
National Center for Educa- 
tion Statistics. 

Higher debt and lower 
wages also means Black 
borrowers will accrue more 
interest over fime: Four 
years after graduating from 


college, 
Black graduates have 
$52,726 in student loan 


debt compared to White 
graduates at $28,006, ac- 
cording to a 2016 Brookings 
Institution study.) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 
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In this June 13, 2021 file photo, people hold hands as they gather at the receding edge of the 
Great Salt Lake to watch the sunset near Salt Lake City. 
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Numbers explain how and why West 
bakes, burns and dries out 


By SETH BORENSTEIN AP Science Writer 
The American West is baking, burning and 
drying in intertwined extreme weather. 
Four sets of numbers explain how bad it 
is now, while several others explain why it 
got this bad. 

The West is going through “the trifecta of 
an epically dry year followed by incredible 
heat the last two months and now we have 
fires,” said University of California Merced 
climate and fire scientist Jonn Abatzoglou. 
“It is a story of cascading impacts.” 

And one of climate change, the data 
shows. 

RECORD HEAT 

In the past 30 days, the country has set 
585 all-time heat records, according to 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Of those, 349 are for daily 
high temperatures and 236 are the warm- 
est overnight low temperatures, which are 
vital for people to recover from deadly 
heat waves. 

And this doesn’t include Death Valley hit- 
ting 130 degrees (54 degrees Celsius) pre- 
liminarily. If this is confirmed, it would be 
the hottest temperature on Earth in de- 
cades and several meteorologists say it 
would be the hottest reliable temperature 
recorded because many don’t trust the 
accuracy of two hotter records. 

A different part of Death Valley likely set 
the world record on July 11 for hottest 24- 
hour period by averaging the daily high 
and overnight low to come up with 118.1 
(47.9 degrees Celsius), according to mete- 
orologist Maximiliano Herrera, who tracks 
weather extremes. 

The average daily high temperature for 
the entire area from the Rockies and west- 
ward in June was 85.7 degrees (29.8 Cel- 
sius), which beat the old record by 1.3 de- 


grees (0.7 Celsius), according to NOAA. 
SEVERE DROUGHT 

Nearly 60% of the U.S. West is considered 
in exceptional or extreme drought, the 
two highest categories, according to the 
University of Nebraska's Drought Moni- 
tor. That's the highest percentage in the 
20 years the drought monitor has been 
keeping track. Less than 1% of the West Is 
not in drought or considered abnormally 
dry, also a record. 

LOW SOIL MOISTURE 

How much moisture in the soil is key be- 
cause normally part of the sun’s energy is 
used to evaporate moisture in the soil and 
plants. Also, when the soil and plants are 
dry, areas burn much more often and hot- 
ter in wildfires and the available water sup- 
ply shrinks for places like California, a “true 
indicator of just how parched things are,” 
Abatzoglou said. 

Both NOAA and NASA show soil moisture 
levels down to some of the lowest record- 
ed levels for much of the West. Most of 
California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada, 
Arizona, Utah and Idaho are drier than in 
99% of other years. 

WILDFIRES BURNING 

There are 68 active large fires burning, 
consuming 1,038,003 acres (420,000 hect- 
ares) of land, according to the National 
Interagency Fire Center. With those fires 
and ones in Canada, there is “one large 
area of smoke over much of the U.S. and 
Canada,” NOAA said Tuesday. 

So far this year, wildfires have burned 2.2 
million acres (899,000 hectares), which Is 
less than the 10-year average for this time 
of year. But that may change because dry 
plants are at extra high risk of burning in 
much of the West as shown in what experts 
call fire’s energy release component.) 
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Time - Share Owners 

Do you want to sell your week ? 
Contact HTTA 36 years doing 
honest 

Business , 

* Apprasail Report 

* No listing fees 

* Handle all legal documents 
Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 25 

Room # 2547 

1 Bedroom WK # 26 and 27 

# 2520 

Price : WK 25 $ 6K WK 26 and 
27 $5K each , 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 27 

Room # 2524 

1 Bedroom WK # 30 

Room # 2147 

Price : WK # 27 $ 5K WK # 30 
$6 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 29 and 30 
Room # 2508 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 Room # 
2336 

Price : $ 5 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 and 32 
Room # 2111 and 2115 
Price : $ 6 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom Week # 27 and 28 
Room # 2530 , Friday check in 
First year usage 2021 

Price : $9 K both weeks 
Call:011-297-630-1307 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
WK # 29 , 31 and 32 

Room # 4021 Pool / Ocean 
View 

Price : $8500 each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean and Surf Club 
Gold Season 

1 Bedroom Ocean View $ 6K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $ 8K 

2 Bedroom GardenView $7K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $8K 

3 Bedroom Ocean View $13K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 3 1/2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully Furnish, Ground Floor 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

oth floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 650 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Condo Sunset Residence 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3rd floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 380 K 

Call : 011-297 -630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 
Colf Course 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully Furshed with Garage 
Price :$ 450 K 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 

Fully furnished with pool 
Price : $700 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Violence Against Women 


214296 


mee time Share Resales + Realty 
| Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 


For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 


| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 


! www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
: johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 
527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 
Fire Dept. 115 
Red Cross 582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Val Kilmer on a life in illusion and the new doc ‘Val’ 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

CANNES, France (AP) — 
Val Kilmer was in movies he 
wasn't in. 

The new documentary 
“Val,” bursting with foot- 
age Kilmer shot himself 
over his 61 years, includes 
home videos and back- 
stage glimpses, as you 
might expect. But the most 
remarkable thing is seeing 
Kilmer’s own audition tapes 
of himself. It’s not just a few 
scenes here and there. 
They capture Kilmer living 
in parts including some 
he never got to (officially) 
olay. 

There’s footage of him as 
Henry Hill in “Goodfellas.” 
Hamlet he privately tack- 
led for years. He was so 
consumed with being in 
Stanley Kubrick's “Full Met- 
al Jacket” that Kilmer had 
a friend shoot him, in com- 
bat gear, trudging through 
a California swamp. In an- 
other clip, he shoots live 
rounds in the backyard. 
“I’m a firm believer in magji- 
cal realism ON and OFF 
the screen,” said Kilmer in 
an interview over email. 
“The transformation and/ 
or manifestation of each 
character is really just 
PRAYER.” 

“Val,” which a24 will open 
in theaters July 23 and Am- 
azon Prime will debut Aug. 
6, made its recent premiere 
at the Cannes Film Festival. 
Here in France to celebrate 
the occasion were his chil- 
dren, Mercedes and Jack 
Kilmer, and the directors 
Ting Poo and Leo Scott. 
Kilmer, who has. difficulty 
speaking after throat can- 
cer and numerous trachea 
surgeries, wasn’t able to at- 
tend. 

But exchanging words over 
email from Los Angeles, 
Kilmer said he was feeling 
“blessed and grateful” as 
“Val” made its anticipated 
arrival. For years, the hours 
of tapes had just sat in box- 
es. But losing his voice has 
made Kilmer only want to 
tell his story a boundless life 
of full-hearted abandon alll 
the more. 

Kilmer, himself, tends to 
view his life with mystical 
harmony and a sense of 
destiny. That the documen- 
tary happened through a 


confluence of people and 
events he says Is “once in 
a lifetime.” 





made on “The Island of Dr. 
Moreau” helped give Kilm- 
er a reputation as a “dif- 






“Val” is narrated by Kilmer 
but voiced, movingly, by 
Jack. His son 


looks and 





AA, 


This image provided by A24 shows Val Kilmer in a scene from “Val,” a documentary about the 
actor. 


“| should KNOW,” said Kilm- 
er. “I's my LIFE.” 

And for much of Kilmer’s 
life, he was self-document- 
ing it. It started with 16mm 
short films and movie paro- 
dies with his brother, Wes- 
ley, who died in childhood 
after an epileptic fit in a 
Jacuzzi. Forever after, like 
a habit solidified by grief, 
Kilmer offen had a cam- 
era in his hands. In “Val,” 
we see him shooting fresh- 
faced Sean Penn and 
Kevin Bacon backstage on 
Broadway in “Slab Boys”; 
in his trailer while shooting 
“Top Gun"; prodding Mar- 
lon Brando and warring 
with director John Franken- 
heimer on “The Island of Dr. 
Moreau.” 

“My brother Wesley and 
my mother are both alive 
in the film,” Kilmer says. 
“Seeing that footage and 
the movies and art cre- 
ated by Wesley within the 
context of the rest of the 
Story is extremely meaning- 
ful. | lost my mother during 
the shoot, so I’m more and 
more emotional with each 
viewing. There are laughs. 
There are tears.” 

Scenes like the one he 


ficult” actor. But in “Vall,” 
we see an actor driven less 
by ego than extreme, even 
manic dedication. 

“I've lived in the illusion al- 
most as much as l’ve lived 
outside of if,” he says in 
“Val.” “| have behaved 
poorly. | have behaved 
bravely. | have behaved 
bizarrely to some. | deny 
none of this and have no 
regrets because | have lost 
and found parts of myself | 
never knew existed.” 
Kilmer, the youngest ac- 
tor ever accepted to Jul- 
liard when he went, expe- 
rienced the ups and downs 
of fame more dramatically 
than most. His break came 
IN 1984's “Top Secret!” one 
of relatively few movies 
that traded on his talent 
for comedy. (Another, de- 
cades later, was “Kiss Kiss 
Bang Bang.”) 

“He's the funniest person | 
know,” says Jack Kilmer, 26, 
sitting alongside his 29-year- 
old sister in Cannes. “Every- 
one who knows him is like: 
He is so funny. He should do 
more comedies. All his best 
friends, the jokes are non- 
stop. Yet he’s known as a 
serious, dramatic actor.” 


Associated Press 


sounds like Kilmer, who 
wrote the narration sporad- 
ically, in text messages and 
scrap books. About half- 
way through the film, the 
directors say they forget it 
isn't Val. In one scene, the 
filmmakers capture Jack, in 
a recording booth, paus- 
ing to ask if one of his dad's 
stories anew one to him - Is 
really true. 

“Our dad has so many sto- 
ries,” says Jack. “You never 
know what you're going 
to get when you hang out 
with him. He'll just drop a 
story on you. It’s kind of like 
the experience of watch- 
ing this movie.” 

For Jack and Mercedes 
there were other epioha- 
nies. They had only seen 
some of the tapes. 

“| had ever seen footage of 
my parents’ wedding be- 
fore Leo showed me,” says 
Mercedes, who lives next 
door to her father. 

“We've been sitting on this 
movie for a long time,” says 
Jack. “Definitely our whole 
lifetime.” 

Kilmer’s biggest break- 
through, of course, was 
“Top Gun,” a movie he re- 
calls not initially wanting 


to do. “| thought the script 
was silly and | disliked the 
warmongering in the film,” 
he narrates in the docu- 
mentary. On Tony Scott's 
set, he was more energized 
by the film. For the rest of his 
life, he says, “I will be called 
Iceman by every pilot at 
every airport | ever go fo.” 
But Kilmer’s — resistance 
to being pigeonholed 
and typecast lasted for- 
ever. “Willow,” “Batman 
Forever,” “The Doors,” 
“Tombstone,” “The Saint,” 
“Heat.” Scott first encoun- 
tered Kilmer while working 
with him on Harmony Ko- 
rine’s short, in which Kilmer 
played himself, for the 2012 
VICE project “The Fourth Di- 
mension.” 

Scott, captivated by Kilm- 
er's freewheeling energy to 
create (he remembers the 
actor sending in videos of 
himself from Home Depot), 
kept on working with him. 
Together they mounted 
one of Kilmer’s largest un- 
dertakings, the one-man 
stage show “Citizen Twain,” 
in which he played Mark 
Twain. 

“| wandered my ranch talk- 
ing to myself for years in ad- 
vance of workshopping the 
one-man show,” says Kilm- 
er, who more recently sold 
his 6,000-acre New Mexico 
ranch. 

Kilmer’s Outlook is, as ever, 
enthusiastic. He continues 
to create in myriad ways 
collages, an upcoming 
book of poetry that a24 will 
publish. He keeps a studio 
in Hollywood that he lends 
soace to an inner-city the- 
ater program. And Ham- 
lete “Don't count me ouf,” 
he says. “The best is yet to 
come.” 

“| have no regrets,” adds 
Kilmer. “I’ve witness and 
experienced miracles.” () 
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SAINT-LARY-SOULAN, 
France (AP) — Tade} Poga- 
car said it was going to be 
the hardest day of the Tour 
de France. 

He made it look easy. 

The race leader finished 
ahead of his rivals and 
took a major step toward 
defending his title with a 
perfectly executed 1/7th- 
stage win in the Pyrenees 
on Wednesday. 

The 22-year-old Pogacar 
made his move with 8.5 kilo- 
meters fo go on Col de Por- 
tet when he powered past 
previous leader Anthony 
Perez on his way to victory 
at 2,215 meters above sea 
level — the highest stage fin- 
ish this year. 

“It has been a_ fantastic 
day. To win in the yellow 
jersey is something | can’t 
describe,” Pogacar said. 
Jonas Vingegaard stayed 
on Pogacar’s wheel, with 
Richard Carapaz close be- 
hind but Rigoberto Uran, 
who was previously second 
in the general classifica- 
tion, was unable to keep 
pace and dropped back 
to fourth overall. 

David Gaudu gave chase 
to keep alive hopes of a 
French win on Bastille Day. 
Pogacar didn’t look con- 
cerned, however, as he 
settled into a three-way 
fight for the line, roared on 


Olympic athletes to puf on own medals 


TOKYO (AP) — Arjthletes 
at the Tokyo Olympics will 
out their medals around 


their own necks to pro- 


tect against soreading the 
Coronavirus. 
The “very 
change” fo _ traditional 
medal ceremonies in the 
339 events was revealed 
Wednesday by 
tional Olympic Committee 
oresident Thomas Bach. 

“The medals will not be 
given around the neck,” 
Bach told — international 
media on a conference 
call from Tokyo. “They will 


be presented fo the ath- 


lete on a tray and then the 
athlete will Take the medal 
him or herself. 


“It will be made sure that 
the person who will put 


the medal on the tray will 


significant 
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Slovenia’s Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, celebrates as he crosses the 
finish line to win the seventeenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 178.4 kilometers 
(110.9 miles) with start in Muret and finish in Saint-Lary-Soulan Col du Portet, France, Wednesday, 


July 14, 2021. 


by noisy roadside fans on 
the cloud-kissed mountain. 
Carapaz attacked with 1.4 
kilometers to go. Pogacar 
followed and Vingegaard 
appeared to be dropped. 
But Vingegaard fought 
back and Pogacar accel- 
erated when he needed to 
win the sprint. Carapaz fin- 
ished third. 

“Only Jonas and | cooper- 
ated to put some distance 
between us and the rest of 
the GC favorites,” Pogacar 


do so only with disinfected 
gloves, so that the athlete 
can be sure that nobody 
touched them before.” 
The Olympic approach is 
different to soccer in Ev- 
rope where UEFA president 
Aleksander Ceferin has 
personally hung medals 
around the necks of play- 
ers at compe+tition finals in 
recent weeks. 

Ceferin also shook hands 
with Italy goalkeeper 
Gianluigi Donnarumma 
at the Euro 2020 medal 
and trophy presentation 
in London on Sunday. His 
save In a penalty shootout 
clinched the title for Italy 
against England. 

Bach confirmed Wednes- 
day that in Tokyo “there 
will be no handshakes and 
there will be no hugs dur- 


said. “At some point, Jo- 
nas came by and told me 
that he thought Carapaz 
was bluffing. | knew it also — 
that’s tactics in pro cycling. 
When Carapaz attacked, 
| was very driven to catch 
him and hold his wheel. | 
just sorinted out on the last 
150 meters.” 

The defending champion 
stretched his lead in the 
GC to 5 minutes, 39 sec- 
onds over Vingegaard, 
with Carapaz a further four 


ing the ceremony.” 
Olympic medals are typl- 
cally presented by an lOC 
member or a leading offi- 
cial in a sport's governing 
body. 

The IOC had _ previously 
said medalists and cere- 
mony officials would have 
to wear masks. 

With no paying spectators 
allowed fo attend most 
Olympic events, what 
Bach described as an “im- 
mersive sound system” will 
try to create atmosphere 
for the athletes in the sta- 
diums and venues. 

Crowd noise recorded 
from each event at previ- 
ous Olympics will be fed 
into the arena as one of 
several ways fo support 
the athletes, he said. 
Some athletes will be con- 


Associated Press 


seconds behind. 

Pogacar joked Tuesday 
that he wished he hadn't 
cycled Wednesday's route 
in advance as it would be 
better not to know what 
was to come. 

“| know the road, but you 
need the legs to climb it,” 
the Slovenian rider said be- 
fore the start of the unforgiv- 
ing 178.4-kilometer route. 
It ended with three major 
obstacles in a row — the 
1,569-meter Col de Peyre- 


sourde, then the 1,580-me- 
ter Col de Val Louron-Azet, 
before the hardest, to the 
top of Col du Portet. 

There were several _ skir- 
mishes at the head of the 
peloton before Perez, Lu- 
kas Postlberger, Danny van 
Poppel and Dorian Go- 
don carved a narrow lead 
on the flat route before 
the mountains. They were 
joined by Anthony Turgis 
and Maxime Chevalier. 
Steven Kruijswijkk drooped 
out after nearly an hour of 
cycling. The Jumbo-Visma 
team said Kruljswijk felt ill 
during the rest day on Mon- 
day and that his condition 
hadn't improved. It left 
the team with just four rid- 
ers Vingegaard, Wout van 
Aert, Sepo Kuss and Mike 
Teunissen. 

The SIX breakaways 
stretched their lead to 
eight minutes after 60 kilo- 
meters and maintained a 
good advantage as they 
approached Col de Pey- 
resourde. Turgis was first to 
the summit. 

Turgis, Perez and Godon 
dropped Postlberger, Che- 
valier and van Poppel on 
the climb to Col de Val Lou- 
ron-Azet, and Perez made 
his move 5.5 kilometers be- 
fore the summit, which he 
reached 10 seconds be- 
fore the chasing Godon. () 


at Tokyo ceremonies 


nected after their event 
via screens to their fami- 
lies, friends and fan clubs 
at home, while fans will be 
able to send video clips of 
Up to six seconds that can 
be displayed next to the 


far 


Andy Murray, of England, smiles as h 


field of play. 

The Tokyo Olympics open 
July 23 in a state of emer- 
gency and rising numbers 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
city.) 
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e holds up his gold medal 


at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in this 
Sunday, Aug. 14, 2016, file photo. 


Associated Press 


THURSDAY 15 vy A165] SPORTS 
On deck for MLB's 2nd half: Trades, playoff races and prizes 


By JANIE McCAULEY 

AP Baseball Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Across the globe, every- 
body is watching Shohei 
Ohtani in awe and intrigue. 
Major League Baseball can 
only love the attention from 
around the world surround- 
ing the Angels’ two-way 
star and the spotlight he’s 
brought to the sport. 

Can Ohtani keep this up? 
An encore to a sensational 
first half? He leads the ma- 
jors with 33 home runs and 
has shown no signs of slow- 
ing down or slumping and 
should soon have a healthy 
Mike Trout back in the line- 
Up with him. 

There have already been 
seven no-hitters in the ma- 
jors this season, matching 
the mark for most in one 
year during the modern 
era. The record of eight was 
set in 1884, the first season 
overhand pitching was al- 
lowed. Will Jacob deGrom, 
Walker Buehler and Gerrit 
Cole join the list soon? And 
will the Uproar over sticky 
substances tamp down? 
Manager Torey  Lovullo 
and the Arizona Diamond- 
backs are eager for a fresh 
start, determined to for- 
get that record 24-game 
road losing streak in which 
they went more than two 
months without a win out of 
Chase Field. 

The rush to the playoffs 
and the judgments _ for 
fans all over begin Thurs- 
day night when the sec- 
ond half opens with one 
game: Xander Bogaerts, 
Rafael Devers and the AL 
East-leading Red Sox visit- 
ing Yankee Stadium to start 
an early stretch that could 
decide New York's fate. 
Here are some things to 
watch when play resumes: 
TRADE STORY-LINES 

Trevor Story, Nelson Cruz 
and Kyle Gibson are sure to 
attract plenty of attention 
as the July 30 trade dead- 
line moved up a day this 
year rapidly approaches. 
Story becomes a_ free 
agent after this season and 
Colorado might try to get 
something for the star short- 
stop. Rockies teammate 
C.J. Cron also will draw in- 
terest. 

At 41, all Cruz does is con- 
tinue to hit home runs. He’s 


got 18 more this year and 
is batting .304. In a down 
year for the Twins, the big 
bopper at Target Field is 
sure to be a trade target. 


- | 





On the mound, he's 4-1] 
with a 3.49 ERA in 13 starts. 
He’s struck out 87 in 67 in- 
nings, allowing just 46 hits. 

“Obviously the difficult part 


tone in the clubhouse and 
how they go about if on a 
day in, day out basis.” 

The Giants swept Juan 
Soto and the Washington 





American League’s Vladimir Guerrero Jr., of the Toronto Blue Jays, runs out his solo home run 
during the third inning of the MLB All-Star baseball game, Tuesday, July 13, 2021, in Denver. 


Gibson, enjoying his best 
season ever on the mound, 
and slugger Joey Gallo 
could be on the move 
if Texas wants prospect 
packages for its All-Stars. 
Arizona infielder Eduardo 
Escobar and Miami out- 
fielder Starling Marte would 
be solid fits for plenty of 
contenders. 

OH, YES, OH-TANI 

No matter which coast 
or division, all eyes are 
on Ohtani, especially af- 
ter he topped 500 feet in 
the Home Run Derby and 
threw 100 mph heat as the 
winning pitcher in the All- 
Star Game. 

The two-day Japanese 
ohenom is. five homers 
ahead of All-Star Game 
MVP. Vladimir Guerrero Jr. 
and Fernando Tatis Jr. for 
the big league lead. He's 
also got 70 RBIs, just three 
behind Guerrero for most in 
the majors. 

Want more? He's tied for 
AL lead with four triples. 
No one has led in league 
in homers and triples since 
Jim Rice in 1978 (before 
that, Mickey Mantle and 
Willie Mays both did it in 
1955). Plus, Ohtani tops the 
Angels with 12 stolen bases. 


is the preparation, you pre- 
pare differently as a pitcher 
and a hitter, and it’s dif- 
ferent for me every day,” 
Ohtani said through an in- 
terpreter. “Just getting used 
to the preparation, that’s 
the biggest challenge.” 
SURPRISE, SURPRISE 

At 57-32, reinvigorated Bust- 
er Posey, resurgent Kevin 
Gausman and the surpris- 
ing San Francisco Giants 
not only lead the talented 
NL West, they own the best 
record in baseball with two 
more wins than the Red Sox 
and Houston Astros both at 
55-36. 

IN a division the defend- 
ing World Series champion 
Dodgers or San Diego Pa- 
dres were expected to 
dominate, 

it's second-year manager 
Gabe Kapler’s Giants with 
an unexpected place aft 
the top. 

“With our performance so 
far as a team we get asked 
a lot, ‘What's the secret¢’” 
said Farhan Zaidi, Giants 
oresident of baseball op- 
erations. “There’s no one 
thing, it’s a lot of things that 
have gone well. Our veter- 
an guys not just performing 
well but really setting the 
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Nationals in four straight at 
San Francisco ahead of the 
break. 

Aaron Judge and the Yan- 
kees weren't supposed To 
be eight games out of first 
place and 4 1/2 behind for 
a wild-card spot right now, 
but there they are. New 
York plays the Red Sox in 
eight of its first 10 games out 
of the break a bad show- 
ing could turn the Yanks 
from buyers into sellers in a 
hurry. 

FEELING BETTER 

Many clubs counting on 
contending come Septem- 
ber are depending on a su- 
perstar to get healthy, from 
Trout to Nationals ace Ste- 
ohen Strasburg to Red Sox 
lefty Chris Sale. 

Angels manager Joe Mad- 
don has repeatedly said 
since Trout went down how 
the rest of the group just 
needs to hang in there until 
the three-time MVP can re- 
turn for the stretch run. 
Trout strained his right calf 
May 17 and was expected 
to be sidelined 6 to 8 weeks. 
He is eligible to come off 
the 60-day injured list Sat- 
urday, when the Angels 
host Seattle in their second 
game after the break. 
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“It’s going to be interest- 
ing to get him back with alll 
the growth that’s occurred 
within this team,” Maddon 
said. 

And, at least in the Giants’ 
case, getting some play- 
ers back from injuries could 
influence how San Francis- 
Co approaches the trade 
deadline. First baseman 
Brandon Belt, third base- 
man Evan Longoria and 
infielder Tommy La Stella all 
are rehabbing and expect- 
ed to return this month. 
Posey is recovering from a 
bruised thumb. 

“We really like our team. 
We like the way the pieces 
on this team fit,” Zaidi said. 
“We have some of the best 
clubhouse team chem- 
istry that l’ve ever been 
around and any time you 
talk about those moves it’s 
kind of fun to soeculate but 
there’s a very real impact 
on the clubhouse of bring- 
ing in, even if something Is a 
move that makes sense on 
paper, It’s disruptive to the 
team dynamic and you just 
have to think through that.” 
Others on the injured list 
who could have a big im- 
pact in final 2 1/2 months: 
Slugger Eloy Jiménez and 
outfielder Luis Robert with 
the AL  Central-leading 
White Sox, Mets pitchers 
Noah Syndergaard and 
Carlos Carrasco, World Se- 
ries MVP Corey Seager of 
the Dodgers and pitchers 
Tyler Glasnow and Chris Ar- 
cher of the Rays and Shane 
Bieber of the Indians. 
NO-NO STUFF 

How many more no-hitters 
might we see in the second 
half? 

The no-hitters this year have 
been thrown by San Di- 
ego’s Joe Musgrove (April 
9), Carlos Rodon of the Chi- 
cago White Sox (April 14), 
Baltimore’s John Means 
(May 5), Cincinnati's Wade 
Miley (May 7), Detroit's 
Spencer Turnbull (May 18), 
the New York Yankees’ Co- 
rey Kluber (May 19) and a 
combined no-hitter by the 
Chicago Cubs on June 24. 
In addition, Arizona’s Madi- 
son Bumgarner pitched a 
seven-inning hitless game 
in a doubleheader on April 
25 that is not recognized as 
a no-hitter by Major League 
Baseball.) 


